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Dir ector’s Dial ogue:
The 54 th Session of the Utah State Legislature proved
fruitful for Utah’s seven As sociation s of Go vernm ent.
Senator Mike Dmitrich sponsored and supported legislation
to fund the Assoc iations. A spec ial thanks is extend ed to
Senator D m itrich for his c ontinued efforts in w orking w ith
the Associations of Government and sponsoring legislation
to provide funding w hich sup ports ou r man y endeav ors.
Several southern Utah state legislators have been named
to key com m it tee assignments in both the Senate and
Hous e of Re presen tatives for th e 2001 -2002 yea r.
Senator John W. “Bill” Hickman, District 29, chairs the
Human Services Committee. In his first ter m as a State
Senator, he will serve as vice-chair of the Joint Executive
Appropriations Comm ittee and also as a mem ber of the
Transportation/Pub lic Safe ty Com mitte e and the P ublic
Education Subcommittee. Senate District 29 repre sents
Iron C oun ty and the w este rn ha lf of W ash ingto n Co unty.
Senator Mike Dm itrich, District 27, represents portions of
Carbon County, along with San Juan, Grand, Emery and
Kane counties, and the eastern half of Washington Cou nty.
He was named to serve on the Energy/Natural Resources
& Agriculture Comm ittee and the Revenue and Taxation
Comm ittee. He w ill also serve on the Joint Executive
Appropriations Comm ittee and the Capital Facilities and
Administrative Services Subcommittee.
Senator Leonard Bla ckham, District 28, will serve as cocha ir for the Executive Appropriations. He will also serve
as a mem ber of the Energ y, Natural Resources, and
Agriculture and the Health and Environment Standing
C o m mittees. District 28 includes Juab, Sanpete, Sevier,
Millard, Piute, Wayne, Beaver and Garfield counties.
Stephen H. Urquhard, new ly elected State Representative
in District 75, was named vice cha ir of the House Natura l
Resources, Agriculture and Environmen t Committee. He
will also s erve on th e Hig her Education Committee and
Public Utilities and T echno logy Com mittee. D istrict 75
takes in St. George and Winchester Hills.
New ly elected State Representative Dave Clark, District 74,
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was named vice chair of the House Government
Operations Committee. He will also be a member of the
Joint Capital Facilities and Administrative Services
Comm ittee and the House Business, L abo r and Eco nom ic
Development Comm ittee.
District 74 covers the
com mu nities surrounding St. George, including the
Bloomington Hills area and the east side of the East Black
Ridge.
State Representa tive DeM ar “Bud ” Bowm an, in Distric t 72,
will serve on the House Joint Capital Facilities and
Administrative Services Committee. He also chairs the
Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice Standing
Comm ittee and serves as a member of the Government
Operations Standing Com mittee. District 72 covers
Beaver and Iron Counties.
State Repre sentative Thom as Ha tch, Distr ict 73, will serve
on the House Public Education Committee and on the
Business, Labor and Economic Development Standing
Comm ittee. He will also serve on the Natural Resources,
Agriculture, and E nvir onment Comm ittee. District 73
repres ents Beaver, Garfield, Kane, Piute, Sevier, Wayne,
and Washington counties.
Congratulations to our southern Utah legislators on these
appointm ents to k ey com mittees . (John S. Williams)

Highlights of this Issue:
Staff Spotlights: Ombudsman Program ; Iron Cou nty
Ambulance Facility; Human Services Public Forums,
National Volunteer Week; Month of the Young Child; and
other item s of spe cial interest.
Please submit articles to Diane Lamoreaux via email (dlamoreaux@fcaog.state.ut.us) or in writing
to: P.O. B ox 155 0; St. Ge orge, U tah 8477 1-1550 .
For othe r inform ation or se rvices, visit ou r web site
at: http/www.fcaog.state.ut.us

Staff Spotlights:
Ombudsman

Long-Term

Care

The staff of the Five C ounty Ass ociation of Gove rnm ents
rece ntly had to say goodbye to a co-worker and wonderful
friend. Yuk Jun (Junnie) Joseph has retired as the Five
Coun ty Long-Term Care Om budsm an and mov ed bac k to
her n ative H awa ii.
Jun nie served as the Director of the Five County Area
Agency on Aging from 1979 to 1987. Upon her retirem ent,
she decided she ne eded to keep busy and was rehired by
the AOG to serve in th e role of O mbu dsm an. S he
performed her d uties in that position until October of 2000.
It is always hard to replace dedicated, hard-working people,
but it is even harder to let dear friend s go. W e wis h Jun nie
all the best in her new surroundings and hope that s he w ill
stay in touch. We will miss her.
The Long -Te rm Care Om bud sm an pr otec ts res idents’
rights in nursing homes, resid entia l care facilitie s and Adu lt
Foster Care by voic ing an d res olving the c onc erns whic h
many elderly face in a nursing facility. The F ive Cou nty
Association of Governments has been very fortunate to
have had Junnie Joseph provide these functions.

Jennie Cerrito, has joine d the staf f of the Five Coun ty
Association of Governments in January to serve as the
Long-Term Care Om bud sm an fo r the F ive C oun ty area.
W e welcome her on board and look forw ard to a productive
association.
Jennie graduated from the University of Utah and worked
in Salt Lake City with family support programs for children,
peo ple with disabilities, and older adults. She mov ed with
her family to the St. George area to enjoy the outdoors year
round. Jenn ie love s to h ike, g olf, an d play te nnis . She is
mar ried and h as three sons.

Iron County Ambulance
Training Facility

Garage/EMT

The Five Co unty Ass ociation of Governments will be
holding its regular April meeting of the Steering Committee
at the Iron County Ambulanc e Gara ge/EMT Training
facility. The facility is located at 201 East DL Sargent Drive,
just east of the Iron County/Utah State Correctional Fac ility.
The Steering Committee meeting begins at 1:00 p.m. on
April 11, 2001 and will be held in the EMT training room.
This much needed public facility was completed in 1996
and includes approximately 1,800 square feet of climate controlled secure storage of Iron C ounty ambulances. Prior
to this facility’s completion, ambulances in the Ce dar City
area were stored outside. Iron County ambulances began
carrying temperature-sensitive intravenous (IV) solutions
which need to be stored away from temperature extremes.
This facility has provided for that need. In addition to the

ambulance storage bay area, approximately 2,600 square
feet containing an EMT training area and office space was
constructed. The facility also includes a full kitchen area
and restrooms. The facility is handicapped accessible.
Additional future expansion/storage space is provided on
the lower level of the facility under the training room area
of the building.
This project was funded by Iron County with financial
assistance of a Com munity Development Block Grant
(CDBG) from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Develo pme nt.

National Volunteer Week
Volunteers are s om e of th e bes t reso urce s this
com mun ity has to offer. During National Volunteer Week
(Apr il 22-28), you and the other nearly 2000 senior men
and women, townspeople and youth involv ed in
co m m unity service through the Volunteer Center of
Washington Coun ty are being s aluted for yo ur efforts and
your commitment to service. “Change the World VOLUNTEER” is a most appropriate theme for th is year ’s
week long recognition.
National Volu ntee r W eek bega n in 1974, when President
Richard Nixon signed an executive order establishing an
annual celebration of volunteerism in America. Every
President since has signed a proclamation in support of
National Volunteer W eek. Sponsored by the Points of
Light Foundation and Volunteer Centers all over the
cou ntry, National Volunteer W eek is a tim e to reco gnize
and celebrate the efforts of volunteers at the local, sta te
and natio nal lev el.
On behalf of all of us here at the Volunteer Center of
Washington Coun ty, I express my hea rtfelt “thank you” to
all of you who ma ke a diffe renc e in the community, in the
lives of your neighbors and in my life! (Linda Sappington)

Ten Reasons Why People
Volunteer
10. Honor someone who made a difference
in your life.
9. Make the world a better place!
8. Meet new people and make new friends.
7. No one else can do what you can do to
give back to the com munity.
6. Some of your best friends volunteer.
5. Volunteering isn’t just nice - its
necessary.
4. Volunteers help solve serious social
problems.
3. Spend quality t ime with your fami ly.
2. Make a differenc e in your commun ity.
1. Because we need you!

Southwest Utah’s 8th Annual Human Services
Public Forums
The Five County Association of Governments’ Human
Services Cou ncil is pleased to announce the Eighth Annual
Human Services Public Forums. The Forums started
several years ago as a requirement of the Comm unit y
Services Block Grant Program to solicit input from low
income individuals regarding human service needs. These
Human Service Forums have been expan ded in ord er to
bring people fro m all fac ets of the com mun ity together to
discuss, prioritize and provide input regarding the needs of
their lo cal co mm unity. The information gathered at these
forums is used by the Human Services Coordinator in the
development of a 3-year plan. In addition, the information
is used by the Human Services Council, the advisory board
to the Steering Comm ittee of the AOG, in determining
prioritization for discretionary human services funding
within the Five Counties; as well as by other agencies
throughout the area for planning and program
develop men t.
In conjunction with the public forums, a needs assessment
questionnaire is completed by participants and others in the
comm unity. The questionnaire provides statistical data that
can be used by Five County and other agencies in looking
at the needs of the community, identifying gaps, prioritizing
where linkages can be made and assisting with resource
develop men t.

Date

Ti m e

Location/Address

Tue sda y,
April 17

3:00 p.m. 4:30 p.m.

BEAVER HIGH SCHOOL
150 North Main
Beaver, Utah

Tue sda y,
April 24

3:00 p.m. 4:30 p.m.

PANGUITCH FIRE
STATION
40 North 100 East
Panguitch, Utah

Thu rsday,
April 26

3:00 p.m. 4:30 p.m.

KANAB CITY LIBRARY
374 North Main
Kanab, Utah

Tue sda y,
May 1

3:00 p.m. 4:30 p.m.

AMBULANCE TRAINING
CENTER Iron County
201 E DL Sargent Dr ive
Cedar City, Utah

Wed nes day,
May 2

3:00 p.m. 4:30 p.m.

GARDNER CENTER
275 South 700 East
St. George, Utah

Past forums have made significant contributions toward
increasing gras s-ro ot eff orts w ithin our com mu nities . This
year’s Public Foru ms p rovide us with an op portunity to
once again reu nite, recom mit, and refocus our com mun ity
efforts. Political leaders, agency representatives, local
businessmen, low-income individuals and concerned
citizens are invited to partic ipate in county-wide dialogues

regarding human services issues. Because of the great
diversity between counties, a public forum is con duc ted in
each of the Five Counties (Beaver, Garfield, Iron, Kane,
and W ashingto n). A list of the dates, times and locations
are listed above. We en courage everyone to suppo rt this
effort through their participation and involvement in the
process.

Month of the Young Child
In Utah we designa te April a s Mo nth o f the Y oun g Ch ild to
focus public atten tion on the rights and needs of young
children. Use this celebratio n to reco mm it yourself -- and
others -- to ensuring that every child enjoys the type of
childhood that lays the best possible foundation for the
future! This years theme is “Early Childhood: Where Our
Future Begins.”
The years from birth through age eight lay the foundation
for later learning and shape whether children succeed in
school and into adulthood. A good early childhood
prepares children to take full ad vanta ge of their
educational opportunities and to become effective
citizens, capable workers, and loving parents of the next
generation. When we help create a better childhood for
children, we help create a better future for everyone.
What can you do to help? Be a children’s champion.
Advocate for children. Know what the needs of young
children are in your c om mu nity, support legislation that
allows funding for programs for young children. Studies
show that every $1.00 invested in early childhood
programs returns up to $7.00 to the government in lower
cost for remedial education and juvenile justice. You can
make a difference. Call Child Care Resource and
Ref erra l, W estern Region, 1-800-543-75 27 for more
information on how you can help.

Dino Trax
When more than 150 dinosau r prints, from at least four
different prehisto ric an ima ls, we re dis cove red in Feb ruar y,
2000, m ost th oug ht the popu larity of this ra re find wou ld
quic kly dissipate. Not so, say RSVP volunteers serving as
tour guides. T o date, more than 85,000 visitors have
toured the site behind the Red Cliffs Mall on River Road
in St. George, with 3,000 stopping by during the
Christmas holiday, between December 22-31.
The dino site is an RSVP volunteer station, currently being
managed by a corps of 17 hardy men and women, who
have braved the heat and cold for more than a year. As
the weather warms, the need for volunteer s increa ses. If
you enjoy meeting and greeting in the great outdoors, the
dino trax might be the perfect volunteer site for you. For
more information, call RSVP @ 674-5757 or 1-800-250SERVE.

Five County A ssociation of Governm ents
906 North 1400 W est
P.O. Box 1550
St. George, Utah 84771-1550

Steering Committee Meeting Schedule:
Wednesday, April 11, 2001, Iron County Ambulance Facility, 1:00 p.m.
Training Room, 201 East DL Sargent Drive, Cedar City, Utah
Wednesday, May 9, 2001, Cannonville Community Center, 1:00 p.m.
50 Red Rock Road, Cannonville, Utah
Wednesday, June 13, 2001, Kane County Commission Chambers, 1:00 p.m.
76 North Main Street, Kanab, Utah

