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2062 will be the 200th anniversary-of-St-George. That i is 39 years away. (1862) (2062)
2053 will be the 200t anniversary of Washington County. That is 30 years away. (1853) (2053)

May 10, 1869, transcontinental railroad and the “Golden Spike”. Still Iookmg for Environmental Impact Statemént
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Congressional Research Service

Updated February 10, 2022

Passenger Rail Expansion in the Infrastructure Investment and

Jobs Act (IIJA)

On November 15, 2021, the President signed into law the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA; P.L. 117-58).
The law contains a five-year reauthorization of surface
transportation programs, including those for freight and
passenger rail. It retains or alters many programs authorized
in the previous authorization act, the Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation Act of 2015 (FAST Act; P.L. 114-
94). Besides setting authorized funding levels subject to the
availability of future appropriations, it directly appropriates
$550 billion in additional funds, including $66 billion for
rail, to be made available to recipients in (usually equal)
portions on a yearly basis through FY2026. Of that $66
billion, barring any future rescissions, at least $18 billion
will be available for costs directly related to expanding
passenger service to new corridors, in addition to funds that
may be made available through other multimodal programs.

Unless otherwise noted, rail grant programs are to be
administered by the Federal Railroad Administration
(FRA), part of the Department of Transportation (DOT).

Federal-State Partnership for Intercity
Passenger Rail Program

Section 22307 of I1JA makes substantial changes to the
Federal-State Partnership for State of Good Repair program
first authorized by the FAST Act. Renamegdthetadarals

structures the grant solicitation, this could potentially allow
it to commit most or all of the $36 billion in supplemental
appropriations such that funds would be disbursed over a
multiyear period to a single cohort of selected projects.

Even discounting projects on the NEC, there are a number
of large projects currently under way that might be eligible
under the program, including the California High Speed
Rail project.

Restoration and Enhancement Grant
Program

The Restoration and Enhancement grant program was
created in the FAST Act and was reauthorized with few
changes in Section 22304 of IIJA. The program differs from
other rail grant programs in that funds may be used to cover
operating (as opposed to only capital) expenses for the first
several years, in order to defray the costs ordinarily borne
by states under federal law. IIJA expands the use of grant
funds for that purpose; whereas prior law allowed the
federal government to pay 80% of the cost of operating a
new route in the first year, declining to 40% in the third
year, [IJA allows federal funds to cover a share that
declines from 90% to 30% over six years. This change
could further lessen the near-term cost of a new route for
state governments and allow more time for state sponsors to
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Long-Distance Service Study Engagement Schedule

» Meeting 2 > Meeting 3 Report
Spring 2023 Summer 2023 Submitted to
Shortlist of Routes Prioritized Routes Congress

November 15

Meeting 4

Meeting 1 Fall 2023
January-February 2023 Final Recommended
Actions

Universe of Routes &
Evaluation Factors

FRA

Department of Transportation LONG-DISTANCE
e ral Railroad Administration 43 SERVICE STUDY
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http://opendata.stackexchange.com/questions/7514/a-graph-of-north-american-railroads
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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UTAH RAIL PASSENGERS

Utah Rail Passengers Association
150 S State St Ste 100 Box 50
Salt Lake City UT 841m

Wednesday, November 23, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

Secretary, US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washington DC 20590

RE: Federal Rail Administration Docket No. FRA-2022-0031 Expression of Interest

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

The Utah Rail Passengers Association (Utah RPA)—a 501(¢)(3) nonprofit organization—respectfully submits an
Expression of Interest (EQI) per FRA docket No. FRA-2022-0031 to the Federal Railroad Administration. T e
Hurricane
Support of Prior Expressions of Interest Washington
Saint George
The Utah RPA would like to express its support for the following previously made expressions of interest. The Salt Lake
City to Boise to Portland “Pioneerfintermountain” Corridor: FRA-2022-0031-0031, FRA-2022-0031-0035, and FRA-2022-

0031-0043. The Salt Lake City to Las Vegas to Los Angeles “Desert Wind/High Desert” Corridor: FRA-2022-0031-0019, Beaver Dam
FRA-2022-0031-0034, FRA-2022-0031-0037, and FRA-2022-0031-0043. The Chicago to St. Paul to Fargo to Bismarck

to Billings to Missoula to Spokane to Seattle “North Coast Hiawatha” Corridor: FRA-2022-0031-0035, FRA-2022-0031-

0066, and FRA-2022-0031-0067. The Pueblo to Colorado Springs to Denver to Boulder to Longmont to Cheyenne

“Front Range” Corridor: FRA-2022-0031-0017 and FRA-2022-0031-0028.

Corridors Suggested by Amtrak

The Utah RPA would like to express support for corridors suggested by Amtrak in their July 28, 2022, presentation in .
Salt Lake City. The following four corridors were suggested and are illustrated in the included maps: $alt Lake City to . Amtrak and Commuter Rail
Las Vegas (the aforementioned “Desert Wind/High Desert” Corridor), Salt Lake City to Boise (the aforementioned ® Commuter Rail Only
“Pioneerfintermountain” Corridor), Salt Lake City to Reno (as a daytime compliment to Amtrak’s existing California

Zephyr), and Salt Lake City to Denver (as a nighttime compliment to Amtrak’s existing California Zephyr). One . Amtrak Only

additional corridor to be considered, which was not suggested by Amtrak is but of a similar nature, is Salt Lake City to Amtrak

Denver via Cheyenne across southern Wyoming.
== Commuter Rail and Amtrak

Las Vegas

50 Miles
ADDRESS 150 S State St Ste 100 Box 50, Salt Lake City UT 84111 = PHONE 385.355.4567 ® WEB UtahRPA.org to Los Angeles 1:1,000,000
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