Five
County
AOG
embraces
change

Executive Director
Ken Sizemore to
retire next month

By Kevin Jenkins
kevin@thespectrum.com

ST.GEORGE — The executive
director of Southern Utah’s
Five County Association of
Governments is retiring after
nearly three decades with the
agency, and the public is invit-
. ed to a recep-
tion in his hon-
or Thursday.

For seven
years, Ken Si-
zemore has led
the FCAOG,
which  brings
together com-
Sizemore munity repre-

sentatives on a
volunteer basis to address re-
gional issues that transcend
city or county boundaries.

Sizemore was the FCAOG’s
deputy director for 20 years
before that, amassing a wealth
of experience in raising mon-
ies, starting and managing so-
cial programs and establishing
the resources necessary to
help some of those programs
become self-sustaining.

His successor, Bryan Thi-
riot, began May 1 after being
selected from among nearly
140 candidates. ;

“(It) was intentional that we
have a time where we're both
here and I can cross-train
him,” Sizemore said. “My offi-
cial last day is June 30, but I'll_
probably not be coming into
the office on a regular basis
(once) Bryan thinks he’s got
things in hand.”

Sizemore said he doesn’t
have big plans for spending the
rest of his days on the golf
course or traveling to exotic
locales.

“I'm too young to just hang
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up the spurs yet,” he said. “I plan

on engaging in a number of dif-

ferent projects around the state.

... I hope I will still be a player, -

just in another role that I can’t
identify yet.”

Jim Matson, a Kane County
member who chairs the
FCAOG’s governing steering
committee, said the leadership
transition is significant.
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“Ken ... has been administer-
ing and managing a staff that ap-
proaches 60 people, with a $1.6
million (annual) budget,” Mat-
son said. “It impacts on our five
counties, which are Kane, Gar-
field, Washington, Iron and Bea-
ver.”

The association helped
launch SunTran’s initial opera-

tion and the Color Country Com-

munity Housing, which are both

" self-sustaining entities now. The

FCAOG also supports social pro-
grams for the aged, helps guide
land planning, helps gain fund-

ing for water, sewer and electri-
cal systems, and supports a va-
riety of volunteer services while
partnering with school adminis-
trators, legislators, mayors and
state officials.

“These are programs that, if
they were not being handled (by
the FCAOG), ... there are a lot of
unfunded mandates that these
counties would have to figure
out how to get funded them-
selves,” Matson said. “It comes
down to how well you deal with
funding entities. ... Ken’s done a
marvelous job of managing all

of that, both internally and ex-
ternally and keeping it within a
budget.”
~ Thiriot is a businessman who
has been a Republican consult-
ant and a staff member for the
campaigns of Sens. Orrin Hatch
and Bob Bennett. He also was
close friends with Florida Sen.
Marco Rubio while the two were
growing up in Las Vegas, ac-
cording to a report by The Salt
Lake Tribune.
“It took us three days to sort

through (candidates to replace.

Sizemore). Bryan kind of bub-

IF YOU GO
» What: Reception for retiring

' FCAOG director Ken Sizemore.

» When: May 23, 2 to 5 p.m.

» Where: Santa Clara Town Hall,
2603 Santa Clara Drive.

bled to the top,” Matson said.
“He had a lot of local interface
and prior involvement with the
AOG. ... He impressed the board
with really having his lights on.”
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